
 

Ken Vernon, a UU & UUCC member since 2003, awakened and renewed his passion for 
combining spiritual practice, governance, and social transformation as a single discipline. His 
religious journey, like many others at UUCC, went from American Baptist, UCC, Ecumenical 
Social Justice Work to a None and then found a community at UUCC. New to UUCC he served 
on the Committee for Shared Ministry he helped to refine the model for moving from a small 
congregation to a congregation on the cusp of being mid-size. The objectives for making the 
change in structure were to reduce burnout and broaden the congregation’s capacity for both 
governing and engaging in shared ministry. He never refuses an opportunity to serve as a 
Worship Associate. He finds serving on the Leadership Team to be more fun than a being a 
youngster on a playground jungle gym. Being on the Search Committee is more instructive 
than insights gained in any of his seminary classes on church polity.  

His education and vocational history reflect his residence in many locations. A major in 
History (B.A) University of California Santa Barbara; Social Ethics (M.Div.) from Andover 
Newton Theological School; Teacher Corps Urban Education (M.Ed.) from Temple University; 
Director of Education Sector, Metropolitan Associates of Philadelphia; Principles and Practices 
of Organizational Development (Certification) Columbia Univ; VP Consulting Practice, Forum 
Corporation, Boston and El Segundo, Real Estate Broker License, Cheyenne, WY; Russell 
Lockwood Leadership School, Portland OR. (Incriminating dates omitted).  
 
His experience and social change skills in a variety of religious and secular institutions 
make it easy for him to envision the future of the church without walls if there is a 
place for deep communal and spiritual worship opportunities . He aspires to use his 
vocational experiences to participate in the spiritual awakening in UU churches as they 
bond in covenant to truly become a social change movement motivated by Beloved 
Community and the 7 UU Principles. He has a “how to” small group ministry leadership 
manual inside his head and heart, and a pile of resources beside his desk, dying to get 
written. 

He has his own small Real Estate company and Social Security to provide him with the 
meager means to volunteer at UUCC, travel to see his daughter and granddaughters in 
New Hampshire. He and his wife Natalie, The Yoga Teacher, continuously marvel at the 
commitment of their two sons as they pursue degrees beyond their Bachelor’s degree. Oh, did 
he mention that he is remodeling an old antique stone house and loves to experiment with 
preparing food? 


